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imposture to be a truth. His error seems to have lain
in acting upon the first breath of suspicion instead of
waiting until the facts were clear. Dr. Child's
position is, however, more questionable, for if the
manifestations were indeed fraudulent, how could
he possibly have had interviews with the same spirits
alone in his own private room ?

It was asserted now that a woman, whose name was
not given, had been impersonating Katie King at
these stances, that she had allowed her photograph to
be taken and sold as Katie King, that she could pro-
duce the robes and ornaments worn by Katie King at
the stances, and that she was prepared to make a full
confession. Nothing could appear to be more damn-
ing and more complete. It was at this point that
Olcott took up the investigation, and he seems to have
been quite prepared to find that the general verdict
was correct.

His investigation soon revealed some facts, how-
ever, which threw fresh lights upon the matter and
proved that psychic research in order to be accurate
should examine " exposures " with the same critical
care that it does phenomena. The name of the person
who confessed that she had personated Katie King was
revealed as Eliza White. In an account of the matter
which she published, without giving the name, she
declared that she had been born in 1851, which would
make her twenty-three years of age. She had married
at fifteen and had one child eight years old. Her
husband had died in 1872, and she had to keep her-
self and child. The Holmeses had come to lodge with
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